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Għar Lapsi
Introduction

Għar Lapsi is a popular climbing area, with a 

number of crags along the cliffs. Originally 

developed by the Royal Marines in the 1940s, 

the crags are home to a range of routes, from 

easy trad lines to hard sport routes in the 

numerous caves. Rock here tends to be sharp 

and grippy, and most of the cliff lines sees 

sunshine throughout the day in winter, 

making it an ideal venue on cooler days. In 

summer, some caves get shade in the late 

afternoon.

Most of the trad routes have ample options 

for protection, though in some cases this will 

require a range of gear. As in much of Malta, 

a recommended rack includes a selection of 

nuts, offset nuts, hexes, cams, and tricams. A 

threader and thin 60cm slings are also useful.

Bolting Ethic

Lapsi is home to a number of crags, covering 

the gamut from wilderness crags with no 

bolts installed, to predominantly sport crags. 

Based on published guidebooks, the general 

consensus seems to be that historical Royal 

Marines routes should not be retro-bolted. 

However, we have found bolted lower-offs 

installed on a number of these.

In general, we believe that one should avoid 

bolting sport routes where adequate natural 

protection is available. Furthermore, bolts 

should not be within reach of adjacent trad 

routes. In any case, trad routes should not be 

retro-bolted without the consent of the first 

ascensionist.

Disclaimer

Climbing is an activity with a danger of 

personal injury or death. By using this guide 

you acknowledge that you understand these 

risks and accept responsibility for your own 

actions. While every effort has been made to 

check the accuracy of this guide, you also 

accept that inaccuracies may exist, and that 

you will not hold the authors or publishers 

responsible for any errors or omissions, or 

any injuries or damage resulting from its use.
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GPS Coordinates: 35.82794, 14.42713

Access

From the paved car park at Għar Lapsi, follow 

the eastward path below the cliffs. 

New routes below; grades are tentative, pending 

further ascents.

1: Spiny Norman’s Traverse [E1 5a] - start to 

the right of the small cave, climb the slab to 

the loose flake, and continue trending 

leftwards until the wall becomes steeper. 

Traverse left on the shallow ledge until below 

the left side of the overhanging block. Climb 

the vertical wall on good holds to a big ledge. 

Tricams useful. (Hendrik-Jan Klijn 2019-01-01)

2: Crossing the Line [VS 4c] - start below the 

vertical crack towards the left of the overhang-

ing block. Climb straight up the slab to the 

crack; follow the crack up and then more easily 

to thread anchors, or step left to reach the bolt 

anchor of CR. (Johann A. Briffa 2019-01-05)

The following routes are historical, documented 

in out-of-print guide books, as indicated. Where 

a description is given, this indicates our best 

interpretation of the historical records.

A: Face and Groove [VD] (1971, 2007) - start 

just right of the white bulge, climbing easily to 

a vegatated groove. Stay right of the groove, 

then trend left to an obvious corner. Finish on 

top of the block, or alternatively continue for a 

few metres trending right to a large thread.

B: Three Decker [VD] (1971, 2007) - start at the 

right side of the lowest of three stacked caves. 

i. Climb easily to the second cave, and take the 

slab at the right to the third cave. Belay the 

second here to avoid excessive rope drag.

ii. Finish on good holds in the broken crack at 

the left of the top cave. 

Note: the 2007 topo shows an incorrect line.

C: Spiny Norman [E1 5a] (2007) - start right of 

a shallow cave. Climb the slab, trending left to 

a loose flake, and onward to a steeper section. 

Climb the overhang (crux) to an easier slab 

and mantleshelf to a wide ledge. Tricams will 

be useful on this route. Limited protection in 

the initial section.

D: Commando Ratlines [S 4c] (1971, 2007) - 

start below the right hand edge of the 

overhanging block. Climb the slab to the 

overhanging block. Follow the crack leftward 

until the angle changes. Climb the slab left of 

the now-vertical crack. Finish with a 

mantleshelf to a large ledge.
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